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techniques and materials for a better and more effective language classroom teaching practice. However, the results of the scholars’ hard work were not up to the expectations. Learners of the second or foreign language are not learning as fast as they are expected after being exposed to this or that teaching method. Even communicative language teaching, which is claimed to be the most effective method, can not be successful in all contexts. For example, the number of students in a language classroom in some of the third world countries can reach sixty or even seventy hungry students in one classroom. The period is only forty five minutes. There is only one teacher whose salary dries before the middle of the month. The school doesn’t know any computers or overhead projectors. The materials in the hands of the students are difficult to read because of the low quality photocopying. The papers of the photocopied course books are worn out because they are second-hand. This is the typical language classroom in the third world countries. Who would think in such a context about ‘Suggestopedia’
?

It has been approved by the majority of scholars that a method can not offer a magical remedy to all the second language learning problems. The reason is that in an educational context, we have a huge number of variables. The gender, the culture, the first language, the economic and social background, the motivation and attitude are only a small number of these variables. The method which has proved to be successful in a context does not necessarily mean that it will be successful in all contexts. This does not mean that language teachers should ignore all the methods. Being aware of all the different methods and the techniques helps teachers a lot by equipping them with different alternatives to be used in the classroom.  Therefore, it is appropriate to agree with Grenfell and Harris’ (1999) statement that “Methodology alone can never be a solution to language learning. Rather it is an aid and suggestion” (p. 10).

With the above conclusion that most language education practitioners agree with, there has been a shift from the focus on Language Teaching Methodology into Language Learning. Recently there has been lots of research on how learners learn a second or a foreign language. In other words, what different strategies are being used by different groups of learners in order to learn a new language? Language Learning Strategies (LLS) vary according to different factors. Thus, these strategies are always examined in relation with other variables like gender, age, nationality, educational background, language proficiency, achievement in language learning, the curriculum used, learner’s motivation and attitude.
The idea that there may be a set of strategies used by language learners to help them learn language has been with us for some time. From early examples of research such as the studies carried out by Rubin (1975) and Stern (1975), to taxonomies of strategies like that drawn up by Oxford (1990), to theories of language acquisition which incorporate strategies (O'Malley & Chamot, 1990), much work has been done in attempting to identify what might be good language learning strategies, and in trying to establish a relationship between These strategies and successful second and foreign language learning.   

As a language teacher, I have always been concerned about my classroom teaching practice. Most language teachers know how to teach, but, do they really know how language learners learn? If a teacher’s teaching style and the techniques he/she uses inside the classroom do not meet the students learning strategies, there will be a gap between the teacher, the learner and the learning. The language teacher’s knowledge and awareness of the different learning strategies used by the students play a crucial role in bridging the gap between the learner and the teacher in one side and learning on the other side.    

1.3
Aim of the Study


The study helps language teachers to understand how language learners approach a foreign language. This understanding helps teachers to modify, monitor and appropriate their practice inside the classroom in order to meet their learners’ learning strategies. The result will be a smoother, faster, more comfortable and more effective learning environment. 



The study aims at examining what strategy is used by which group of learners. To be more specific, which strategy is used by this or that level, gender group, age group, nationality and attitude groups. The subjects of the study are the learners of English as a second language at the School of Foreign Languages of the Eastern Mediterranean University of North Cyprus. 
1.3.1 Research Questions

1. What are the LLS used by the SFL Ss?

2. Do the LLS vary according to the level of Ss? 
3. Is there a relationship between the learner’s LLS and age, gender, nationality, the learner’s attitude towards ELL? 

4. Is there a relationship between the learner’s LLS and the learner’s pre-university education?

5. What are the LLS used by those Ss who passed and those who failed during the third module of the academic year 2005/2006?
6. To what extent can the strategy-based teaching and learning improve the students’ scores on the next proficiency test?’  

1.4 Limitations of the study
There are two limitations of the study. First, the questionnaire was intended to be administered to all the students of the School of Foreign Languages for more accurate results. The total number of the students is 2655 students for the fourth module of the academic year 2005/2006. The total number of valid questionnaires collected back was 1326. This is due firstly to the number of the absent students during the days of the questionnaire administration. The second reason is that a number of questionnaires were excluded because of missing information or incomplete answers. The other limitation was in the difficulty to find good references in the libraries of North Cyprus.
� Suggestopedia is one of the teaching methods developed by the Bulgarian psychologist Georgi Lozanov. Physical surroundings and atmosphere in classroom are the vital factors to make sure that "the students feel comfortable and confident", and various techniques, including art and music, are used by the trained teachers.





